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Six tips for long battery life  

Banner batteries for full power and problem-free starting    

Leonding, 01.09.2021. The Austrian battery specialist Banner has compiled a list of the 

most important tips in order to prevent starting problems, ensure full power at all times 

and achieve a marked increase in both performance and service life.     

 

1. Active and mobile 

A battery that remains inactive for a longer period will discharge. Lead sulphate gathers on the 

lead plates and thereby hinders the current flow. This results in a loss of battery capacity and 

cold starting performance, which are problems that can be rectified by a charging device such 

as the Banner Accucharger. This keeps the battery active and thus prevents sulphation.   

 

2. Cleanliness is essential  

The upper surface of the battery should be kept clean and dry because moisture in the engine 

compartment leads to leakage current, which consumes energy. The best solution is wiping with 

an anti-static cloth, as this minimises the risk of an electrostatic discharge. So-called enhancing 

agents should be avoided!     

  

3. Safe and sound through the winter 

Cold reduces a battery’s starting performance. A painful fact, that above all in winter, some 

drivers discover for themselves. Therefore, in order to improve cold start behaviour, all 

additional consumers such as blowers or heating should only be turned on once the engine is 

running. Conversely, consumers should be switched off before the engine is shut down.        

 

4. An extra portion of power 

Summer heat and sub-zero temperatures, additional electrical consumers, numerous drives in 

economy mode, frequent short trips and stop-and-go traffic generally add up to one thing for a 

vehicle. Namely, a greater energy requirement than can be generated and recharged by the 

dynamo. Consequently, the battery is permanently discharged and therefore treating it to an 

extra portion of externally charged power with a Banner Accucharger is to be recommended. 

Moreover, if this is carried out before the first winter chills, the battery will respond handsomely.   
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5. Convertibles in hibernation 

If a vehicle is not driven for quite some time, as is frequently the case with convertibles during 

the winter, the battery has to be brought safely through the cold. It must be stored in a dry, cool 

place that is frost-free and at the latest recharged when the open-circuit voltage falls to 12.5V. 

In this regard, a Banner Accucharger can provide regular, equalising charges and their 

retention, which means that it is ideally suited to the maintenance of seasonally operated 

vehicles.      

 

6. Assisted starting is OK, when done correctly! 

A well-maintained Banner battery can be relied upon and therefore should mean that assisted 

starting is unnecessary. However, if an unlucky situation arises or a neighbour has trouble 

starting, reliable help is simply essential. The only question is how? Basically, only batteries with 

the same nominal voltage, i.e. identical volt numbers should be connected. In addition, the 

engines of both vehicles must be switched off prior to terminal connection.  Firstly, the positive 

terminal of the vehicle requiring assistance must be connected to that of the donor vehicle with 

the red cable.  Subsequently, using the black cable, the negative terminal of the donor vehicle is 

to be connected to the blank metallic point on the vehicle needing assistance, away from the 

battery.  The vehicle requiring assistance should then be started for a maximum of 15 seconds 

during which time the donor vehicle may not be started.  Terminal disconnection then takes 

place in the reverse sequence. As an alternative, anyone wishing to prevent possible voltage 

peaks, which sometimes occur in the course of car-to-car, assisted starting during 

disconnection and may damage the vehicle electronics, can use the Banner Booster starting 

device.  Then whatever happens, one is undoubtedly on the safe side!   

 

Photo captions: 

Photo: Better safe than sorry!  Use of a Banner Booster prevents the voltage peaks, which can 

occur during car-to-car assisted starting! 

 

Additional photo material is available from the download center  

under https://www.bannerbatterien.com/Downloadcenter 

Photo credit: © Banner, reprints free of charge. Specimen copy requested. 
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Banner at a glance 

Banner is an innovative, steadily expanding producer of top quality starter batteries. The company, which is based in 

Linz-Leonding, Austria, has been manufacturing batteries for all types of vehicles since 1937. The family-owned firm, 

which is headed by Andreas Bawart and Thomas Bawart, employs a workforce of around 805 across Europe. Banner 

produces and sells over 4.1 million starter batteries annually and thus numbers among the oldest, most experienced 

and important brands in the battery production field. The company’s battery production plant is one of the most modern 

and environment-friendly in Europe, and sustainability and environmental protection are vital elements in the corporate 

philosophy of Banner. In addition, the company is a founder member of the Starter Battery Environmental Forum (UFS) 

and sees its processing of lead as demanding a special degree of responsibility. Research and production take place 

in accordance with the most stringent quality standards and employ environment-friendly procedures. 

The starter battery production of Banner is characterised by a closed cycle, which extends from manufacture to 

recycling and through continual improvement minimises and prevents environmental impact. Banner batteries are used 

for the first fitting of numerous models from Audi, the BMW Group, Caterpillar, Jungheinrich, Kässbohrer, Liebherr, 

Mercedes, Porsche, SEAT, Volvo and VW. A company network of 25 sales companies in fourteen countries provides 

retailer support and in addition Banner products are sold in more than 70 European, African and Asian states via direct 

importers. Future-oriented technology and outstanding quality underline the international reputation of these exemplary 

products with “buffalo power”, which are also characterised by the Banner logo. Further information is available at  

bannerbatterien.com 

 
 
For enquiries, please contact: 
 
Franz Märzinger 
Head of Sales and Marketing 
 
Banner GmbH, Banner Strasse 1, A-4021 Linz 
Tel. +43 (0) 732 38 88 21500 
Mobile +43 (0) 676 87 38 1500 
E-mail: franz.maerzinger@bannerbatterien.com 
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